
“If this document contains any restriction based on age, 

race, color, religion, sex, gender, gender identity, gender 

expression, sexual orientation, familial status, marital 

status, disability, veteran or military status, genetic 

information, national origin, source of income as defined in 

subdivision (p) of Section 12955, or ancestry, that 

restriction violates state and federal fair housing laws and 

is void, and may be removed pursuant to Section 12956.2 

of the Government Code by submitting a “Restrictive 

Covenant Modification” form, together with a copy of the 

attached document with the unlawful provision redacted to 

the county recorder’s office. The “Restrictive Covenant 

Modification” form can be obtained from the county 

recorder’s office and may be available on its internet 

website. The form may also be available from the party 

that provided you with this document. Lawful restrictions 

under state and federal law on the age of occupants in 

senior housing or housing for older persons shall not be 

construed as restrictions based on familial status.” 

 



Restrictive Covenant Modification

Pursuant to Government Code Section 12956.2 (https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=12956.2.), a person who holds an ownership
interest of record in property that the person believes is the subject of an unlawfully restrictive covenant in violation of subdivision (l) of Government Code Section 12955 may record a
document titled Restrictive Covenant Modification. Unlawful restrictions include those restrictions based on race, color, religion, sex, gender, gender identity, gender expression, sexual
orientation, familial status, marital status, disability, veteran or military status, national origin, source of income as defined in subdivision (p) of Government Code Section 12955, or ancestry.

Steps to Recording a Restrictive Covenant Modification:

1. Obtain a complete copy of your property’s Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions (CC&Rs) containing the unlawfully restrictive language. Typically, homeowners receive a copy from
the title company when the home is purchased. You can also obtain a copy from our office by following this link (https://www.sfassessor.org/recorder-information/obtain-copies-
recorded-documents).

2. Locate and strike out any unlawfully restrictive language in the CC&Rs.
3. Complete and print the Restrictive Covenant Modification form (https://sfassessor.org/forms-notices/forms/restrictive-covenant-modification-form). Note that the form must include an

acknowledgment executed by a notary public or other qualified officer.
4. Submit the completed Restrictive Covenant Modification form and a full copy of the CC&Rs with the unlawful verbiage stricken to the San Francisco Assessor-Recorder's Office,

attention Recording Division Manager. No fee is required for this service.
5. The San Francisco Assessor-Recorder's Office will forward the Restrictive Covenant Modification form and the original document to the City Attorney’s Office who will determine

whether the original document contains any unlawful restrictions.
6. The City Attorney’s Office will review and return the documents to the San Francisco Assessor-Recorder's Office along with its determination. If the City Attorney’s Office determines

that the original document contains the unlawful restrictions as indicated by the stricken language, a Deputy City Attorney will sign the Restrictive Covenant Modification, and the San
Francisco Assessor-Recorder's Office will record it. However, if the City Attorney’s Office finds that the original document does not contain an unlawful restriction, then the San
Francisco Assessor-Recorder's Office will not record the Restrictive Covenant Modification.

7. Once the approved Restrictive Covenant Modification is recorded, imaged, and indexed, it will be returned to the submitter by mail.
8. NOTE: The San Francisco Assessor-Recorder's Office is strictly prohibited from altering, changing, obliterating, or inserting new matters into any historical documents that have

already been recorded into our Official Public Records.
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ABOUT US

The mission of our office is to work together to build a better San Francisco through superior customer service, fair property taxation and the preservation of public records.
We value doing our work with the highest levels of integrity and professionalism. 

Our core responsibilities include locating all taxable property in the City and County of San Francisco (CCSF), identifying ownership, establishing a taxable value, and
applying all legal exemptions.

Learn more (/about-us/our-mission)

MAIN OFFICE

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

City Hall, Room 190

San Francisco, CA 94102-4698

Main Office Hours:

Mon - Fri 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.

Recorder Office Hours (Main Office):

Mon - Fri 8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=12956.2.
https://www.sfassessor.org/recorder-information/obtain-copies-recorded-documents
https://sfassessor.org/forms-notices/forms/restrictive-covenant-modification-form
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://www.sfassessor.org/property-information/homeowners/restrictive-covenant-modification
http://twitter.com/share?text=Restrictive%20Covenant%20Modification&url=https://www.sfassessor.org/property-information/homeowners/restrictive-covenant-modification
https://www.sfassessor.org/about-us/our-mission


Google map
(https://www.google.com/maps/place/1+Dr+Carlton+B+Goodlett+Pl,+San+Francisco,+CA+94102/@37.7792719,-122.4192288,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x8085809977d



Business Personal Property Division (/about-us/off ice-contact-information)

CONTACT US

For general information or to give us your feedback, please call 415-554-5596 during normal business hours. After business hours, please call 3-1-1.

Contact 3-1-1 (http://www.sf311.org/)

SEE ALSO

Treasurer & Tax Collector (http://sftreasurer.org/)

County Clerk (http://www.sfgov2.org/index.aspx?page=13)

Department of Building Inspection (http://sfdbi.org/)

Planning Department (http://www.sf-planning.org/index.aspx)

Assessment Appeals Board (http://www.sfbos.org/index.aspx?page=3696)

State Board of Equalization (http://www.boe.ca.gov/)

https://www.google.com/maps/place/1+Dr+Carlton+B+Goodlett+Pl,+San+Francisco,+CA+94102/@37.7792719,-122.4192288,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x8085809977db5989:0x2911e29a58ba6ae1
https://www.sfassessor.org/about-us/office-contact-information
http://www.sf311.org/
http://sftreasurer.org/
http://www.sfgov2.org/index.aspx?page=13
http://sfdbi.org/
http://www.sf-planning.org/index.aspx
http://www.sfbos.org/index.aspx?page=3696
http://www.boe.ca.gov/


RESTRICTIVE COVENANT MODIFICATION 
(RACIAL OR OTHERWISE UNLAWFULLY RESTRICTIVE COVENANT MODIFICATION) 

I (We)__________________________________________________________________ have an ownership interest of record in the property

located at____________________________________________________________________ that is covered by the document described below.

The following referenced document contains a restriction based on race, color, religion, sex, gender, gender identity, gender expression, 

sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, ancestry, familial status, source of income, disability, veteran or military status, or genetic 

information as defined in subdivision (p) of Section 12955, or ancestry that violates state and federal fair housing laws and that restriction is 

void. Pursuant to Section 12956.2 of the Government Code, this document is being recorded solely for the purpose of eliminating that restrictive 

 (date) in covenant as shown on page(s)  of the document recorded on 

Book ________________________________________________________________________________of the official records of the County of ____________.

This modification document shall be indexed in the same manner as the original document pursuant to Government Code Section 12956.2(c): 

The effective date of the terms and conditions of this modification document shall be the same as the effective date of the original document

referenced above. 

______________________________________________________________ 
Signature Printed Name 

A notary public or other officer completing this certificate verifies only the 

identity of the individual who signed the document to which this certificate is 

attached, and not the truthfulness, accuracy, or validity of that document. 

State of California

County of ____________________

On_________________________  before me,

The San Francisco City Attorney’s Office, pursuant to 
Government Code Section 12956.2, hereby states that 
it has been determined that the original document   
Does ☐  Does Not ☐ contain an unlawful restriction.

San Francisco City Attorney’s Office

 BY:

________________________________ 
Deputy City Attorney

 (insert name and title of the officer) 

personally appeared________________________________________________,

who proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person(s) 

whose name(s) is/are subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged 

to me that he/ she/they executed the same in his/her/their authorized 

capacity(ies), and that by his/ her/their signature(s) on the instrument the 

person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the person(s) acted, executed 

the instrument. 

I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of 

California that the foregoing paragraph is true and correct. 

WITNESS my hand and official seal. Date: ______________________________

 Signature 
(Seal) 

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS INFORMATION 

RECORDING REQUESTED BY: 

WHEN RECORDED MAIL TO: 

THIS SPACE FOR RECORDER'S USE ONLY 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Street Address:
APN:
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